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“PEAKING” IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR 

By Ken Peak, RCC Historian 

 

 

 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU OWNED YOUR CORVETTE?  

THIS GUY? ONLY 67 YEARS! 

 

Bill Hatch, as a recent graduate of USC (class of 1955), had a good job as a high 

school English teacher and basketball coach at Monrovia (Calif.) High School. With 

his 1950 Ford convertible acting its age, in August 1957 Bill found himself in the 

market for an automobile and intended to purchase a new Chevrolet Bel Air.  

However, a salesman at Bates Chevrolet in Alhambra, California suggested that 

Bill look at Chevrolet’s sports car instead.  Bill did take a look, and as the saying 

goes, the rest is history. That day the salesman showed him three 1957 Corvettes 

on the Bates lot, proudly noting their colors of white, red, and black (specifically, 

per the Corvette Black Book, they were Polo White, Venetian Red, and Onyx Black; 

Corvettes also came in four additional colors that year: Aztec Copper, Cascade 

Green, Arctic Blue, and Inca Silver).  

Although funds were tight (Bill’s beginning salary in 1956 was $4,600 per year, 

including the stipend for his coaching assignments), that day he purchased the 

Onyx Black model (by far the most popular Corvette color of that year, with 2,189 

such units built of 6,339 total) with red interior. The 4-speed transmission had been 

offered as a Corvette option ($188.30) four months earlier (in April), but Bill’s 

preferred black car on the lot was "basic": a 3-speed transmission, the base 283 ci, 

220 hp engine, auxiliary hardtop (a $215.20 option), AM radio ($199.10), and no 

heater (saving him $118.40, a car heater not often needed in California). 

After making a down payment of $1,863.72, trading in his 1950 Ford (receiving 

a trade-in allowance of $200), and adding fees, the purchase price for the Corvette 

was $3,430.72.  Bill financed the balance of $1,400 with 18 payments of $83.03.  
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  Bill used the Corvette as his daily “driver,” commuting to work on weekdays 

and visiting the beaches of the Los Angeles area on weekends. I-5 highway was 

new in 1957, and Bill put its high-speed traveling ability to good use.  

He was still using the Corvette as his daily driver when he met his future wife, 

Marylyn, in 1958. She had cruised in her girlfriend’s 1957 Thunderbird, but never in 

a Corvette - until her first date with Bill in 1961. They ultimately married and left for 

their honeymoon in the 1957 Corvette, driving up the California coast to San 

Francisco, then east to Lake Tahoe, then through Yosemite Valley and Sequoia 

National Park. At times when roads were gravel, Bill was forced to drive slowly to 

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEirAhsyNm67qNqQsk5tRVSwP56EAdDv8Za2dRpT_acCCEKFZkwSplmnOhX4AurcNIXtWPSKXM0yP8q1znMXd1vuZiO1v68MEoP7kb0mtdpLL9SEKcJZDakOq3rKgwSrZYZPoT_4DcdErxEaF7c13LtKKsKqdlrFmJJ_jv1jSLaBNwV5ivkE2i1gemkZNQ/s4032/2022-Bill-Hatch-65Years-01.jpg
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keep from chipping the Corvette’s paint. Gas stops set them back all of 29.9 cents 

per gallon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The couple would have two daughters, and as with any parents with a growing 

family, they began to question their Corvette’s practicality; the car simply wasn’t 

well-suited to carrying their two young daughters as passengers. Bill later 

confessed that he occasionally thought about selling his old sports car; however, 

each time he broached the idea with Marylyn, she convinced him to keep their 

“first-date” car. 
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Over the years Bill and Marylyn fell in love with Western Europe and vacationed 

there frequently. While away, Bill’s parents watched over the prized Corvette in 

their garage.  

After retirement, the couple moved to the beach city of Carlsbad, California, 

where they would eventually gain two granddaughters - each of them taking turns 

riding in Grandpa’s Corvette. The Corvette still ran as well as it ever did, even with 

159,164 miles on the odometer and Bill still driving the car on a weekly basis. Other 

than two engine overhauls, a fender-bender, and a re-paint, the car was still stock 

and a pure “survivor.”  

In fact, on his 89th birthday in January 2021, he and a friend took the Corvette 

out for his favorite meal, at his favorite place: the In-N-Out Burger in Carlsbad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That friend, Cary Thomas (see endnote)1 - himself a serious Corvette owner 

and author - issued the following challenge in one of his blogs: 

 

If anyone can identify someone who is a longer continuous (and original) owner 

of a specific Corvette, let’s hear it!  If Bill doesn’t hold the record, then we need to 

celebrate whoever does! 

 

Furthermore, Cary submitted an article about the longevity of Bill and Marylyn’s 

1957 Corvette ownership to the magazine of the National Corvette Museum, 
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"America's Sports Car"; their story was included in February 2013 in a feature 

called "Corvette Memories" which described the experiences of selected Corvette 

owners.    
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Sources (all photos from Cary Thomas blogs, cited below): 

 

Antonick, Mike. Corvette Black Book, 1953-2023 (Gambier, OH: Michael Bruce 

Associates, 2023). 
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Thomas, Cary, “Bill Hatch: 55 Years with his Original 1957 Corvette,” August 7, 

2012, https://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2012/08/bill-hatch-55-years-with-his-

original.html. 

 

Thomas, Cary, “Cary's Corvette Continuity Challenge,” October 27, 2019, 

https://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2019/10/carys-corvette-continuity-

challenge.html. 

 

Thomas, Cary, “65th Anniversary for Bill Hatch's Corvette, August 11, 2022, 

https://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2022/08/65th-anniversary-for-bill-

hatchs.html?utm_campaign=925054_Customer%20Spotlight%3A%20Bill%20Hitch

%2FCary%20Thomas&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CC%20Industries%20L.L

.C.&dm_i=670C,JTRY,7QC1JS,2BYTZ,1. 

 

 
1 Cary Thomas has for many years selflessly chronicled the personal and 

Corvette lives of his friend and neighbor Bill Hatch, writing several blogs and an 

article for the National Corvette Museum’s magazine about Bill. But Cary warrants 

a separate discussion in his own right, given his rich history and that his entire 

life has revolved around Corvettes: owning (nine of them, models ranging from 

1959 to 2024), racing, writing about, rescuing, and even restoring them. 

Cary’s nine owned Corvettes include the following: 

• a 1959 (a fuelie with 4.56 rear end and metallic brakes) purchased while he 

was a teenager in 1966 which he drove to college and afterwards, winning a 

number of drag racing trophies 

• a 1984 Corvette, purchased new, then given to his brother as a birthday gift 

in 1997 

• a 1956 – a full restoration by Cary in his home garage (a restomod; see: 

https://nans56.blogspot.com/) 

• a 1962 – also a full restoration, almost to NCRS standards (but a bit nicer!); 

(https://carys62.blogspot.com/) 

• a 2003 50th Anniversary model, with Museum Delivery 

(https://2003corvette.blogspot.com/) 
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• two mid-year Stingrays were “rescued” out of a garage in 2012 (and that 

story was published in the book, “50 Shades of Rust” (https://carys-

corvettes.blogspot.com/2012/06/operation-corvette-rescue-v.html) 

• For a time he owned the 1967 from the above event (https://carys-

corvettes.blogspot.com/2013/10/some-progress-on-1967-corvette.html) 

• a 2018 Z06 / Z07 that was a General Motors Display car then purchased by 

Cary as the first customer (https://2018z06-corvette.blogspot.com/) (this car 

later sold through Bring A Trailer) 

All the above Corvettes have been sold, but he and his wife still own two:  

o a 2024 Stingray (https://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2023/12/nans-

c8-mid-engine-corvette.html)  

o a 2024 Z06 (https://carys-corvettes.blogspot.com/2023/12/nans-

z06.html) 

 

In 2003 Cary wrote a book about his first Corvette and all his buddies and their 

Corvettes and muscle cars in the late 1960’s.  The book has enjoyed three sold-

out printings and was featured in Vette Magazine (for information about his first 

Corvette, see: https: //beltsvilleshell.blogspot.com/) 

 


